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On September 13 and September 15, 
2011 I attended two meetings at the 

York Civic Centre in regards to the 

City of Torontoôs Core Services Re-

view.  At both of these meetings, 
young participants from FYI had the 

courage and strength to get up in front 

of politicians and senior City bureau-
crats and tell them about how the pro-

posed cuts to city services would im-

pact them and the other young people 
in their community.  

 

At one of the meetings, one of our par-

ticipants came prepared with a deputa-
tion and spoke directly to his local 

councillor and the city manager for 

about 3 minutes.  He spoke about what 
his social location was in the commu-

nity, how attending FYI has changed 

his life, and how much he and future 
generations of youth just like him need 

places such as FYI to go.   While 

speaking, I saw people wiping tears 

from their eyes!  When done, more 
than half the people in the room gave 

him a standing ovation!  I believe this 

is because they could tell he was genu-
inely speaking from his heart and on 

his own accord.  

 

 
 

These deputations were a demonstra-
tion and testament to the work, impact, 

and role FYI can have in lives and 

within community.   It takes a lot of 

courage, confidence, honesty, and re-
flection to get up and speak in front of 

a room full of strangers and individu-

als who are in powerful positions.  
However, when itôs done with support, 

the outcomes are truly unfathomable.  

It was so awesome to see two young 
men so empowered by their very own 

actions.  Listening to them, I felt em-

powered and so proud to work with an 

organization that really supports 
young people to become agents of so-

cial transformation on their own be-

half.   
 

Thank you to the FYI staff members 

who continually support the transfor-
mative work being done in the front-

lines of our communities every single 

day.  Through you, youth are realizing 

they have voice and using it to make 
an impact! 

 
By Kristie Wright 

Director of Human Resources   

& Administration  

A  B Y  Y O U T H ,  F O R  Y O U T H  O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Making an Impact  
YOUTH SPEAK AT CITYêS  C O R E  S E R V I C E S  R E V I E W  D E P U T A T I O N 

ING DIRECT'S Network 
Orange  Recognizes 
FYIüs Impact in the            
Community  

The Bridge-Youth Settlement Services  
1669 Eglinton Ave W 
Toronto ON, M6E 2H4 
T: 416 785 9900 

F: 416 785 7074 

Youth Capacity Building  
1652 Keele Street 
Toronto ON, M6M 3W3 
T: 416 653 3311 

F: 416 653 3423 

Connect with FYI 
E: info@foryouth.ca 
W: www.foryouth.ca 
Twitter:FYIinT.O 

Facebook: For Youth Initiative (F.Y.I) 

On October 3, 2011, three members of 
For Youth Initiativeôs staff and board 

represented FYI at ING Direct Network 

Orange Cafeôs Lionôs Den Pitch contest, 

impressing the panel of judges and 
claiming the top prize of $2400. 

   

The ING Direct Network Orange Cafe, 
located in downtown Toronto, provides 

entrepreneurs, non-profit organizations 

and innovators a high-tech and welcom-
ing space to gather, share ideas, and 

work to improve the City of Toronto.   

 

As part of ING Direct Network Orange 
Cafeôs commitment to supporting com-

munity development, a Lionôs Den pitch 

contest was held, providing dollars to 
organizations that came out to share their 

story with the tenant panel; FYI was se-

lected to participate in the October con-
test.  
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http://www.ingdirect.ca/en/networkorange/about/index.html
http://www.ingdirect.ca/en/networkorange/about/index.html
http://www.foryouth.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/20676259867/
http://www.foryouth.ca/


 

 

In August, For Youth Initiative collaborated with North 
York Community House settlement workers, Amal and 

Shorouq, in running a 5-day arts and dance program at Fa-

ther Henry Carr Secondary School (Finch and Martin 

Grove).   
 

The young group of female newcomers prepared five differ-

ent Iraqi and Assyrian dances in addition to vocal perform-
ances and one poetry reading. During the arts-based part of 

program, youth discussed various topics such as leadership 

and challenges to the newcomer experience in Canada. 
 

The final performance took place on August 25th as part of 

the Newcomer Orientation Week (NOW) closing ceremony. 

Newcomer youth, their parents and other supporters enjoyed 
this cultural performance. 

 
By Penny Deeth 

Youth Settlement Worker 

Arts and Dance Performance 
by Newcomer Youth  

On Monday September 26th, FYI held an Album Release Party 

for United Front, the collaboration of young hip-hop artists and 

rappers that was formed during the ñIn Tha Lab 101ò program. 

The event was held at the Smiling Buddha bar, a small venue 

that was lit up by excellent performances by the young artists, 

covering most of the songs from their album Operation Hip 

Hop.  

The party also served as a graduation ceremony for the ñIn Tha 

Lab 101ò participants, and each of them went up to receive 

their certificate of completion and say a few words, the impact 

the program had on them was clear.  

While they each said it in their own way, the message was 

united: they had found brothers in each other, a second mother 

and excellent mentor in Amanda Cain (the Culture and Media 

Arts program coordinator), new-found confidence in their abili-

ties and a clearer view of their goals for the future. 

By Alex Di Noia  

Youth Settlement Worker  


